Literature and Music
Monsoon
Grade Level: 4th grade
Objective(s): 

1. Students will be able to read the story
2. Students will be able to play instrument for the appropriate soundscape
3. Students will be able to create a rainstorm using body percussion

4. Students will be able to read and notate rhythms for “The Rain”

5. Students will be able to sing “The Rain”

6. Student will be able to play “The Rain” and its accompanying parts

Materials:

· The book “Monsoon” by Uma Krishnaswani 
· The poem “The Rain” by Robert Louis Stevenson

· The rain is raining all around,
it falls on field and tree.
It rains on the umbrellas here,
And on the ships at sea.

· Bass, Alto, Soprano Xylophone

· Glockenspiels

· Bass and Alto Metalophone

· Auxiliary percussion 

· “Script” of story with instrument parts written in.

Procedures:

1) Explain that we are going to read a book about India and monsoon season. Does anyone know what a Monsoon is? 

2) Read the book out loud showing pictures.

3) Point out that on almost every page there is a “soundscape” or an atmosphere created by sound. Tell the class that they are going to recreate the soundscape using instruments and voices.
4) Tell them that we are going to “perform it” as a reader’s theater

5) Go through each page and decide what instruments to play on each page.
i. Dusty Wind – blowing, finger cymbals, shaker egg

ii. Cups, Hums, Radio – woodblock, tremolo on bass and alto, paper crackling

iii. Bird, Dust, Rain – whistle, shaker, rainstick

iv. Paper, Cooking, Crocodile – paper crackling, ?, whip

v. Busy Street, Engine, Brakes – tremolo on alto, jingle bells, ratchet

vi. Bedtime, Water, Dreams – finger cymbals, chimes, rainstick, bell tree

vii. Birds, Wind, Paper Ripping, Mangos – whistles, paper ripping, finger cymbals

viii. Heat Shimmering, Rain – chimes, rainstick

ix. Hop, Temple Bells, Three hops – boingy thing, bass metalophone, tick tock block

x.  Honk, Cow, Engine – m2 on alto xylophones, one child moo, ?

xi. Thunder, Wind – 2 pieces of paper, blowing

xii. Plastic Bag, Still – plastic bag, silence

xiii. Rain, Raindrops, Thunder – Rain stick, snaps, 2 sheets of paper, piccolo blocks, suspended cymbal

xiv. Still the Rain, Coin – keep the rain going, finger cymbals

6) Give each student a copy of the story. Have each copy assigned a few instruments. Have the words hightlighted where they are supposed to play. 

7) Have the students get their instruments and sit down. Read through the story and practice playing at appropriate times.

Day II

1) Remind them of the Monsoon story. Tell them that they will learn a poem that goes along with it.

2) Have them read “The Rain”. Figure out rhythm syllables for the poem. 

3) Teach the song by rote. Have them sing it through.

4) Put up the music for the song. Review treble clef.
5) Ask what note we haven’t done yet. F#. Tell them that we will learn it on recorders in a few minutes, but just say F# when we get to it.

6) Have each student name each note individually, then have the whole class say the names of the notes.
7) Go through each measure saying the note names in rhythm. 

8) Review the notes on the recorder. 

9) Teach F# Thumb plus three plus two. Practice the last measure over and over.
10) Go over each measure and the each phrase until they can play the song.
11) Go to instruments. Teach Bass part with claps and snaps.

12) Sing song and then play with recorders.

13) Learn Glockenspiel part with snaps.

14) Sing and Play through. 

15) Tell them that they are going to read the story, then play the song.

16) Do so.

Day III

1) Review the song on recorders, then go to instruments. 

2) Review instrument part.

3) Tell them that the third and final part of the piece is a rainstorm. 

4) Show them the steps to a rainstorm

a. Rubbing hands together

b. A few children start wind sounds.

c. Gradually, have everyone start snapping, slowly at first, then faster.

d. Have a few students start clapping randomly while the snapping continues. 

e. You can use a thunder sheet or two pieces of poster board if you want. 

f. Die off in reverse order (i.e. Clapping stops, then the snapping fades to rubbing hands ect.).

5) Perform the piece in this order
a. Story

b. Rainstorm

c. Song

